December 2020

R. L. Middleton told a story about a family who was on vacation at a rented cottage in New England. On the first day, the dad was
digging a big hole to put in a plant. As his son observed this strenuous
work, he asked his dad why he was going to such effort to put out a
plant when this was not even their cottage. They would not even be returning the next year. The father replied, “Somebody will be here.”
“What kind of plant is it?” the son asked.
“A century plant,” his father replied.
“You mean it won’t bloom for a hundred years?” the son asked.
“Not that long,” the father explained, “Maybe twenty or thirty years.”
The son was astonished. “Why in the world would you come out on this
hot morning on your vacation in a rented cottage to put out a plant that
won’t even bloom for twenty years?”
The father paused and looked up at his son. “I saw one the other day
and realized that someone twenty or thirty years ago wanted to share it
with me. That person planted it for my enjoyment. Someday, I said to
myself, ‘I’m going to plant one so that people will enjoy it after I’m
gone.’ And that’s what I’m doing this morning.”
In our stewardship drive this year we’ve talked about the leper
who returned to thank Jesus, and how looking for our blessings and giving thanks for them increases our blessings. The father in the story noticed what someone had done and was thankful. He then was able to
share that blessing by passing it on.
How is the best way to say thank you? It is to pass on our blessings to others. For example, if you had good parents, how did you thank
them for the sacrifices they made on your behalf? You loved them and
respect them, but the best way you can show your gratitude is to be a
good parent yourself; you pass on what you have received.
This is the driving theme behind our stewardship drive this way,
“A Plan Filled with Hope.” We notice and give thanks for our blessings, the blessings that St. George brings to our community and members, and the response of continuing that blessing.
Please participate in our stewardship program by going
through the seven steps (see newsletter article) and pledging
your support to St. George for the coming year 2023. Thank you
for your partnership in the gospel.
Pastor Sharon
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STEWARDSHIP 2023 STEPS
Senior worship and
luncheon
Join us for Senior Worship
and Luncheon on
November 10!

Step 1: Connect God’s story to your story.
Step 2: Count your blessings.
Step 3: Pause and reflect.
Step 4: Give thanks!
Step 5: Make your giving plan for 2023.
Step 6: Pray for the Ministries of St. George.
Step 7: (November 6) Celebrate!

A fantastic meal will be
prepared by Chef Keith
Boyes consisting of
Chicken Cordon bleu,
mashed potatoes and
gravy, corn, rolls and
dessert.
Join us at 11 a.m. for a
short worship in the
sanctuary, followed by the
meal in the basement at
11:15 a.m. Lots of fun,
fellowship, and great food!
If you need a ride, please
contact the church office at
810-229-6670.

Pledge cards will be distributed October 30.
Please return them by November 6 and join us in a
celebration after each service!

FRIENDS AND FAMILY BREAKFAST
Join us for Friends and Family Breakfast,
Sunday,
November 6th at 10:00 AM!

11/05 Tim Cruse
11/05 Nancy Layland
11/07 Nancy Thompson
11/09 Brigitta Dantzer
11/10 Anne Pitzer
11/23 Howard Bolser
11/25 Lou Doucette
11/29 Randie Schnurstein

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

ANNUAL MEETING– DECEMBER 4TH AT NOON
Please plan on attending St. George’s Annual Meeting following our second service on December
4. A Zoom option will be available for those who are unable to attend in person. Look for more
details forthcoming!

LUTHERAN CHURCH GATHERING
Livingston County Lutheran churches will be giving thanks together on the
Sunday before Thanksgiving!
This special service will include a good deal of music, short scripture and a
message.
St. George's Joyful Noise Choral will be participating in the combined choir.
Come out and join this great group of people for an inspiring community
worship!
November 20 at 4 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church in Howell.
Please join us for pie and coffee afterwards.

SEAFARER’S INTERNATIONAL

Create a satchel and bring joy to seafarers
who will not be home with their loved ones for Christmas.
•One Sweatshirt – hooded or unhooded (size M-L-XL)
•Three Pairs of Socks – thermal or gym

•One T- Shirt (size M-L-XL)
•One Knitted Winter Cap (coordinating scarf optional; no pastels please)
•One Can of Nuts, Large Bar of Chocolate, or Health Snack Bar
•A Holiday or Christmas Card from YOU
•Donations needed by November 20th!
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STEWARDSHIP
St. George Council Vice-President Report
Lorna Durand
During October, we began the stewardship program, “A Plan Filled With Hope. The first presentation was on
October 16th and the final presentation was on October 30th. During each of the three presentations,
congregants were provided with printed brochures of the program. Each of the three Sundays focused on two
topics.
Week 1: Connect God’s Story and Your Story and Count Your Blessings
Week 2: Pause & Reflect and Give Thanks!
Week 3: Make Your Giving Plan for 2023 and Pray for the Ministries of St. George
And Celebrate!
As I was involved with each presentation, I was able to personally reflect upon each topic and
questions that were addressed. I believe that I have been blessed. I try to give thanks in a timely fashion, but I
know that there are times that I take for granted gifts that have been provided to me and my family. As asked
in Week 1, I think that I can be more intentional about noticing blessings and giving thanks.
As I paused and reflected about my personal blessings, I was also able to reflect upon the collective
blessings we, as members of St. George, have. I reviewed the printed list in the brochure distributed on
October 23rd and recognized many of the activities of which I have been involved. I also realized that I can
participate in other activities in the future using my talents and time of which I have been gifted.
During the second presentation, we were challenged with the task of identifying someone to thank. Just
as “the twice-blessed man” did when he saw that he was healed, he turned back to thank Jesus personally.
The movement from recognizing a blessing and actually doing something about it is critical to enjoying the
benefits of gratitude. I was able to reflect and thanked a family member for the blessings they have bestowed
upon me.
During the last Sunday’s presentation, we were asked to consider God’s blessings and St. George’s
many ministries and what percentage of our income we would like to share. We were asked to consider our
giving plan, i.e. weekly, monthly, once-a year and to complete a 2023 pledge card.

We will continue to pray for the Ministries of St. George. And finally, we celebrated our blessings and
pledges with special treats on Sunday, October 30th.
If you have not yet completed your pledge card and submitted it, please pick one up in the Sanctuary or contact the Church Office for a pledge card. We look forward to the continued Ministries of
St. George and the support of our congregants.

4

YOUTH MINISTRY
Sunday School
We offer Sunday School classes
for children preschool through 5th grade
every Sunday from 10:00-11:00am

Thanksgiving Pies
Our Youth Group is baking pumpkin, apple, and blueberry pies for your
Thanksgiving celebration! All pies are $10, and all proceeds go to St.
George Youth Group.
If you would like to place an order
visit the Youth table in the Narthex, call the office,
or email stgbyouth@gmail.com.
LCYC
We had a great time at October’s LCYC! We had the opportunity to enjoy lunch, a hayride, a visit to the Livingston Conservation District,
pumpkin carving, and a tour of Clarinda cattle farm.
Enjoy some pictures from our trip!
Next month’s LCYC is an “Ultimate Nerf Fight”
at Shalom Lutheran in Pinckney at 12:30pm on November 20th.

Musikgarten
In our God’s Children Sing classes, sharing our faith provides the central theme for the activities in each lesson. Each lesson will provide an
opportunity for your child to experience music through singing and vocal play, moving, listening, exploring musical concepts, and playing and
exploring musical instruments.
Complimentary CD, rhythm instrument, and parent book included
at the end of your first class!

Classes at St. George on Fridays 10:00am – 10:30am
from October 7, 2022 to December 13, 2022
for children 1 year to 5 years
No registration required!

Blessings,
Morgan Gibbs
Youth Director
St. George Lutheran Church
810-599-0961
stgbyouth@gmail.com
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FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
Friendship Circle November Newsletter...2022
This morning as I was quietly sitting and looking
out my window at the falling leaves, I started
thinking about the holidays, and especially New
Year's Eve. At a much younger age, I along with
my chums, would celebrate New Year's Eve. Lots
of fun and of course New Year's Resolutions at
the stroke of midnight.
So many things to consider, and of course, all
resolutions were good intentions. How long did we
follow these thoughts? For many of us, certainly
not a long time.
I think it's especially wonderful to know that God
never gives up on us. When we stumble, and
sometimes fall flat on our face, He's always
there....and every morning he gives us a fresh start!
Items for your CALENDAR:
A. We look forward to decorating our Church on
Saturday, December 3 , at 10:00 am. (We need
your HELP)
B. On Tuesday, December 6, at 6:30pm we will
present a special Advent Service for all interested
women. We ask that the ladies of St. George
provide deserts. (We hope to increase attendance,
so please share any ideas you may have).
C. December 18, it's our famous Cookie Sale.
Please bake your favorite cookies for this sale!!!!
We welcome new folks to our Group!!!!! We think
you’ll like us!!!!
Mary Lynn Thomson, Friendship Circle Secretary

6

NEEDLEWORKS NEWS
Needleworks News Nov. 2022
Needleworker of the Month: Linda Fox
It’s always so nice to have Linda’s warm and supportive presence at
our meetings! She creates beautiful crocheted blankets for patients in
need of comfort at Providence Park Hospital. Linda has a wonderful
way with color, and she creates works of warm and loving art that are
very gratefully received.
October donations:
LACASA: 16 baby hats, 12 scarves & hats, 2 cowls, 1 blanket
OLHSA: 110 hats, 17 cowls, 6 headbands, 1 pair mittens
Providence Park Hospital: 13 adult lap blankets and 7 baby blankets
AND - from a single knitter who donated through Unwind Yarn Shop
to us:
13 blankets and 4 baby blankets with matching hats! Also, all of this
month’s OLHSA
Items are from this same knitter!
November project: finishing up our wool hats and scarves for the Seafarers’
Christmas at Sea satchels
Next meeting: Thursday, Nov. 17, at
11:30 in the Fellowship Hall
Matthew 22:39 “Love your neighbor
as yourself.”
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November 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

1Synod Con-

Wed

28– Men’s Group

Thu

Fri

Sat

310– Bible Study 4 10-Musikgarten 5

ference meeting

6 8 Fellowship Mts 7

8

9 8– Men’s Group 1010– Bible

9 &11 Services
10-Sunday School/
Friends and family
breakfast

Study 11– Senior
Worship/Luncheon

138 Fellowship

14

15

committee
9 &11 Services
10– Sunday School
12 noon Confirmation

5:30 Executive
board

20 9 &11 Services 21

22

10– Sunday School
PIE SALE
4:00 Thanksgiving
Service at Grace
LCYC at Shalom

168–Men’s Group 17 10– Bible
Study 11:30Needleworks
5:30 Council Mtg.

238–Men’s Group 24Happy

1110-

12

Musikgarten

1810-

19

Musikgarten

25

26

Thanksgiving!
7:30– One Year Bible
Zoom

27 9 &11 Services 28

29

10-Sunday School
12 noon confirmation

St. George Lutheran Church, ELCA
803 West Main Street
Brighton, MI 48116
810-229-6670

Worship
Sunday Services
Traditional Worship 9:00
Contemporary Worship 11:00
Both services also online
Visit us on our website:
www.stgeorgelutheran.org

30 8– Men’s
Group

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

