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Make disciplesPASTOR SHARON SMITH

    I enjoy watching the birds, and this time of year it is fun to see them build
their nests. I often trim my dogs’ hair and put it outside in the backyard for the
birds. As soon as they see it, they swoop in and carry chunks off to their nest. It is
amazing how fast it disappears. 
  Each species of bird makes its own kind of nest. Those times when I have looked

into a robin’s nest or a hummingbird nest, I realize I could never make one that
intricate that actually stayed in a tree (without duct tape). The passing on of the
skill of building a particular type of nest from generation to generation of birds is
truly awe inspiring.
  In high school I ran track and always wanted to be in a relay. I never was, but it

looked fun. The fun part was passing the baton. If either runner made a mistake, it
could cost the race. This was particularly true in the short races which required
the fastest sprinters.  But what determined whether you won or lost the race was
not how fast you could sprint. What spelled the difference between winning and
losing was how well you worked as a team to pass the baton to one another.
Nest building and the passing of the baton are symbols of the important
responsibility we’ve been given by our Lord, the passing on of faith. It is passing
the baton to others, a baton that frees them to run the race God is calling them to
run.
  Jesus gave this mission of baton-passing to his disciples; they in turn passed it

on to the people and generations who followed them.  It is now in our hands, and
we continually “pass it off” to others that they might run the race of faith with us.
Most of us can reflect and give thanks for those in our past who have made a
difference in our faith journey. 
   Corrie ten Boom is quoted as saying: "When I enter the beautiful city and the

saints all around me appear, I hope that someone will tell me, 'It was you who
invited me here.' When you get to heaven, will people tell you, 'It was you who
invited me here. It was you who passed me the baton'?"
  Yet there is a significant difference between the image of the 400-meter relay

race and the baton-passing image of Christian discipleship. Being Christ’s disciple
is not a sprint. Passing on the baton in Christian life is not something you do once
and then collapse in exhaustion. It is a life long commitment. People come and go,
but our mission remains the same. Show how to build the nest. Pass the baton.
Make disciples.

Youth Ministries

PAGE 03

Celebrations!

PAGE 02

Music and Worship

PAGE 05

Needleworks

PAGE 07

Calendar

PAGE 08

Friendship Circle

PAGE 06

Fellowship Committee

PAGE 04



ST. GEORGE GAZETTE PAGE 02

Birthdays and Anniversaries
04/04 Jerry Dilloway
04/06 Matthew Gabrielle
04/09 Linda Fox
04/10 Sally Headley 
04/11 Joyce Engenolf
04/12 Elaine McIntyre
04/26 Emily Olbrich, Bruce
Graenser
    

04/15 Judy and Jim Tavarozzi                 
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Apri l  21s t  a t  
10 AM WE'LL

CELEBRATE ALL
APRIL

 B IRTHDAYS!

The Lutheran School  of
Theology at  Chicago is
providing high qual i ty ,
fa i th based workshop

ser ies for  the benef i t  of
Lutheran congregat ions

around the country .   

Led by LSTC facul ty  and
alumni ,  these are

of fered on Sunday or
Wednesday evenings 

v ia  Zoom.

The spr ing ser ies  begins
Apri l  7 .  Facul ty  member

Rev.  Dr .  Benjamin
Stewart  wi l l  lead a four

part  ser ies  on nature
and l i turgy ent i t led

"L i turgy and the natura l
wor ld . "  I f  you cannot

at tend ,  the Sunday
session wi l l  be

recorded.  Register  at
LSTC.edu/events

Faith-Based Workshop

Cal l ing a l l  cooks!
As part  of  St .  George ’s  185th anniversary celebrat ion ,  we are

creat ing a cookbook.  I t  wi l l  inc lude recipes f rom every St .
George fami ly  member and/or  f r iend who wants  to contr ibute .   

Share your favor i tes  or  honor a  loved one with theirs .

There are three opt ions for  submit t ing your recipes .  The
preferred opt ion involves going to typensave.com and

creat ing a f ree account .  User  name:  s tgeorge180.  Password:
seasal t454 .  Log in and enter  your recipes onl ine ,  p lease

proofread for  accuracy .
Choice two involves emai l ing your recipes to the church

off ice at  s tgeorgebr ighton@gmai l .com

The third opt ion is  us ing the pre-pr inted Recipe Col lect ion
Sheet  and copying your recipe accurate ly .   Submit  to the

col lect ion box in the fe l lowship area .

The f i rs t  two opt ions ensure that  your recipes wi l l  be
recorded with complete accuracy .

The deadl ine for  submission is  May 1 ,  2024 .
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Youth Ministries

BLESSINGS ,  
MORGAN GIBBS

YOUTH DIRECTOR
ST.  GEORGE LUTHERAN CHURCH

810-599-0961
STGBYOUTH@GMAIL .COM

BOARD AND BRUSH PAINT NIGHT

Apri l  24th f rom 6 :00-7 :00pm

FREE community ar t  evening!  Create a  custom piece of
home décor whi le  enjoying f ree refreshments .  Inc ludes :

12 in wooden board ,  s tenci ls ,  paint ,  brushes ,  and
refreshments .

Vis i t  s tgeorgelutheran.org/events  and fo l low
 the s ignupgenius l ink to register !

EARLY CHILDHOOD CLASSES 
SPRING SEMESTER

 Join us every Wednesday f rom February 14 th
through May 8th for  f ree fami ly  fun!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

JUNE 24TH-27TH FROM 6:00-8 :00PM.

Vacat ion Bib le School  returns this  year  wi th an important  message:
we can a l l  be menders of  God ’s  wor ld!  Kids make connect ions to

Bib le s tor ies  whi le  learning how to l ive out  their  fa i th in dai ly  l i fe .

Vis i t  s tgeorgelutheran.org/events  and fo l low 
the s ingupgenius l ink to regis ter !



NEWS FROM THE FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE

The Fellowship Committee is made up of members of the Congregation that will be planning
monthly events to bring us together socially. We are the group that organizes the monthly
birthday celebrations. Our meetings are downstairs in the church, on the second Sunday of
each month at 8am-just prior to the 9am service. We would love to have anyone that is
interested, join us each month. The more the merrier!  In the event that you are not able to
join us for our monthly meetings, we would ask that if you have any ideas for upcoming
events/activities, PLEASE share with one of our members. We welcome any thoughts and ideas
that you may have.  Please see Ann and Jerry Dilloway, Joanne Bellmard, Keith Boyes, Cindy
Brach,  or Michele Hirschman if you have any questions or ideas.    Thanks!!!

                           

We Need Help

We need to have someone help in the Nursery during the Second Service, one or two Sundays
a month. We are willing to hire someone for $18.00 per hour. If you know of someone who
would be willing to do this, you can contact the church office or see me between services on
any Sunday. Because this involves interacting with the children of our church, we will be very
careful in the process. We have explored some outside options, job websites, local high school,
church staff websites, and have not received any interest.
The other option would be to have parents volunteer to be in the nursery on one or two
Sundays a month. This is something that we need to address so we can continue to provide
children a safe place and parents can enjoy the worship service without worry.
Thank you for any input or consideration you have to help find a solution and for making our
church a safe and enjoyable place for all to worship and fellowship.

Keith Boyes
Council Vice President
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Fellowship Committee



Music and Worship
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Happy Apri l !   
I t ’ s  post -Easter  t ime and Spr ing is  of f ic ia l ly  about

to SPRING.  So ,  too ,  the opportuni ty  to worship
DOESN’T end.  Too of ten ,  a f ter  Easter ,  people

choose not  to at tend worship ,  choosing to mow
the lawn ,  read the Sunday paper ,  s tay in bed to

name a few excuses to not  exper ience the Music ,
the Fel lowship ,  and the celebrat ive tone of  the

Gospel .  I  pray that  you make t ime to spend t ime
at  St .  George Lutheran Church.  Consider

becoming a Lay reader ,  and Usher ,  a  Greeter ,  an
Assis t ing Minister .  You are a lways welcome at  St
George Lutheran Church to EXPERIENCE worship

and a v ibrant  Youth and Fami ly  Ministry .
Our 180th Anniversary Celebrat ion Committee

held their  monthly meet ing and a t imel ine of  a l l
the act iv i t ies  taking place .  You heard about  one

this  past  Sunday-  an AMAZING Cookbook that  wi l l
be more than a cookbook.  More informat ion wi l l
become evident  as  we cont inue this  journey.  Our
next  meet ing is  Saturday ,  Apr i l  13  at  9 : 16am in the
Church basement ,  and YOU ARE INVITED!  Jo in us

for  an exci t ing ,  informat ive 60 minutes as  we
prepare to celebrate one hundred and eighty

years  of  ministry .  WOW!!
Did you not ice that  we had a Processional  Cross
for  Pa lm Sunday? I t  is  a  v isual  reminder for  a l l  of
us that  Chris t  has died for  our  s ins and wi l l  R ISE
again as our  Sa lvat ion ,  our  Savior  and serves as

out  teacher ,  our  guide through l i fe  here on earth
and in eternal  l i fe .  The Cross is  a  s ign of  God ’s
LOVE for  each one of  us .  We wi l l  process the

Cross unt i l  fur ther  not ice .  The person that
processes the Cross is  ca l led the Cruci fer .   I s  that

person…… you?
I  pray that  the Apr i l  showers are showers of  Love ,

knowing that  God ’s  Love is  ever-present  in the
l i fe  of  St  George Lutheran Church.  Let ’ s  MARCH

into APRIL wi th a  focused renewal .  A renewal
toward deepening our fa i th re lat ionship ,  our  fa i th

journey with Chris t ,  the Risen Lord .
Amen ,

Kevin Kel ler
Worship and Music  Ministry  Chairperson

Our Counci l  met  on March 28th .As in
previous months ,  we cont inued to work on
our Goals  for  2024 .  We are looking forward
to shar ing the goals  wi th our congregat ion

in the upcoming months and their
implementat ion.

We wi l l  begin our Counci l  monthly
congregat ional  updates in Apr i l .  The f i rs t

Sunday of  each month dur ing both
services ,  wi l l  have a Counci l

representat ive br ief ly  present ing the work
of  our  Counci l .  I f  you have any quest ions
or input ,  p lease do not  hesi tate to reach

out  to a  Counci l  representat ive .
I  hope that  the t ime of  Lent ,  Pa lm Sunday ,

and Easter  has provided you a t ime of
peace ,  fami ly ,  and ref lect ion.   As I  read

lessons f rom the Bib le and hear  our
lessons and the Gospel  on Sundays ,  I  am

reminded of  our  Lord ’s  mercy and
steadfast  love and of  his  suf fer ing .  I  am

humbled.
This  t ime of  the year  has a lways been
spent  wi th fami ly .  As I  reminisce and
ref lect ,  I  conjure up memories of  our

fami ly  at tending Easter  services ,  of  Easter
egg hunts ,  and of  joyful  moments .  I  am

thankful  for  our  immediate and extended
fami l ies  as  wel l  as  of  our  St .  George

fami ly .  Our Lord is  at  the center  of  so
much and I  hope that  I  am able to promote

and part ic ipate in that  cont inued
exper ience.

As a  last  thought  –  a  reminder ,  Counci l
meets  the 4th Thursday of  the moth at  5 :30
PM in the Par ish House.   I f  you would l ike

to at tend ,  p lease let  Off ice Staf f  and/or
mysel f  know.   We would welcome you.

-  Lorna Durand

President’s Corner



Friendship Circle
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   Our members met  on a br isk March
morning with no feel ing of  spr ing in the
air .  However ,  we were an enthusiast ic
group happy to be together .  
Af ter  a  beaut i fu l  reading f rom Jesus
Cal l ing ,  our  meet ing commenced at  9 :55
am.
The secretary and treasurer  read their
account  and we moved to current
matters .  
We a l l  know that  Easter  is  r ight  around
the corner ,  and i t  has been suggested
that  we don Easter  bonnets  to celebrate
this  specia l  day .  (This  is  just  for  fun! )
On May 7 ,  2024 the Fr iendship Circ le  is
p lanning a Mother 's  Day Brunch.  I t  wi l l
be held at  1 1 :00 am in the lower level  of
St .  George.  We have invi ted a f lor is t
f rom Hart land who promises to give us
some hints  on f lower arrangements .  
New ideas for  worship and
enterta inment are b looming every
day! ! ! !
Our next  meet ing is  Tuesday ,  Apr i l  9 ,
2024 at  9 :30 am at  the Par ish house.
PS .  Don ' t  forget  Book Club on Thursday ,
Apr i l  18 ,  2024
The Wishing Br idge by Viola  Shipman
Mary Lynn Thomson  

 On Thursday ,  Apr i l  4  we wi l l
be providing the meal  for  the
New Creat ions Ministry
(Through Love INC) .   This
program meets  weekly and is
geared toward l i f t ing people
out  of  poverty through
developing their  personal  l i fe
ski l ls ,  job ski l ls ,  and fa i th .  I t  is
a  great  program,  and we are
glad to support  i t .   
On this  month 's  menu is
s loppy joes ,  macaroni  and
cheese ,  green beans ,  and
dessert .  P lease s ign up in
church i f  you are wi l l ing to
donate food i tems or  to help
work at  the meal .  I t  is  held at
Grace Lutheran Church in
Howel l  and we meet  
at  4 : 15  p .m.

New Creation 



Needleworks News    April 2024

Needleworker of the Month: We are so happy to welcome Ann Method as
one of our newest members. She is a wonderful MahJongg teacher at the
Brighton Senior Center, and when I was talking about Needleworks one day
after a game, she decided to come over and get acquainted. She has been
knitting and crocheting since she was 10, and her favorite items to create
are sweaters knit in the top-down method.  In her several months with us,
she has crocheted blankets in beautiful color combinations. Ann is a very
energetic and friendly person, and since she left her home in the U.P. two
years ago, she has continued her volunteer work with the Michigan
Lighthouse Alliance, and she has made many friends here. We are very glad
to have her warm and lively presence in our Needleworks group.

March donations: To LACASA:  2 shawls, 1 hat & scarf set, and 5 scarves
To Providence Park Hospital:  26 blankets

Next meetings:  1st and 3rd Fridays at 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall
April 5 and 19: May 3 and 17; June7 and 21

“Rivers do not drink their own water; trees do not eat their own fruit; the
sun does not shine on itself and flowers do not spread their fragrance 
for themselves. Living for others is a rule of nature. We are all born to 
help each other.”   -Pope Francis
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Needleworks



SUNDAY SERVICES
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 9 :00

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 1 1 :00

BOTH SERVICES ALSO ONLINE

VISIT  US ON OUR WEBSITE :
www.stgeorgelutheran.org

ST.  GEORGE LUTHERAN CHURCH,  ELCA
803 WEST MAIN STREET

BRIGHTON,  MI  48116
810-229-6670

APRIL 2024
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