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        Recently I have come back to an appreciation of Advent that I had 
as a kid. I remember attending Wednesday evening Advent services 
with my parents, on the deep dark December evenings in northern 
Michigan. The church’s stained glass looked black from inside, and the 
sanctuary was dim but beautiful. I sensed a holiness and anticipation 
that grew stronger each week as another candle was added to Advent 
wreath and the light grew imperceptibly stronger. I could hardly wait 
for another candle to be lit, two purples, a pink, and another purple. It 
was a time for me of heightened awareness of the presence of God. 
      I lost that for several years, maybe because life with kids is very 
busy as Christmas approaches, but in the past few years I have returned 
to that appreciation, so much so that I can say Advent is my favorite of 
the church liturgical seasons. 
         I hope you will consider attending the Advent services we have 
planned early in Advent.  On December 6 we have Advent by Candle-
light at 6:30 p.m., with desserts served after.  On December 7 we have 
an immersive experience called “The Walk of the Magi” with dinner 
served at 5 p.m. We will be done by 6 p.m. 
Below is a poem I found meaningful; I hope you do too. Happy Advent. 
Pastor Sharon 
 

Advent Hands by Catherine Alder 
I see the hands of Joseph.  
Back and forth along bare wood they move. 
There is worry in those working hands,  
sorting out confusing thoughts with every stroke. 
“How can this be, my beautiful Mary now with child?”   
Rough with deep splinters, these hands,  
small, painful splinters like tiny crosses  
embedded deeply in this choice to stay with her.  
He could have closed his hands to her,  
said, “No” and let her go to stoning. 
But, dear Joseph opened both his heart and hands 
to this mother and her child. 
Preparing in these days before  
with working hands  
and wood pressed tight between them. 
It is these rough hands that will open 
and be the first to hold the Child. 
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December 2022 

Benefitting all with the good news of Jesus Christ.  Benefitting all with the good news of Christ! 



ANNUAL MEETING– 

DECEMBER 4TH AT 

NOON 

The Annual Meeting will 
be held December 5 at 
noon. Thank you to our 
current council members.  
 

 

Family and Friends 
BREAKFAST             

DECEMBER 11th 
Join us for Breakfast at  

10 AM on  
Sunday Dec. 11th.  

 

 

VINA Fundraiser! 

St. George raised $533.25 
for VINA dental clinc– 
more than the combined 
total of all the other jars in 
the area! VINA says St. 
George is awesome and 
thank you to everyone! 

 

 

Altar Flowers 

While the church does not 
supply altar flowers, 
please consider setting up 
your own flowers and let-
ting the office know if you 
would like a note in the 
bulletin in honor or in 
memory of someone.  

 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE CONT.  

12/03 Debbie Felder Smith 

12/06 Elizabeth Ricketts     12/06 Gail & Frank Boyd    

12/07 Elizabeth Anderson 

12/08 Bob Smith       

12/09 Susan Gottfried           

12/09 Bob Steeh 

12/18 Barbara Leeds 

12/21 Karin Klein 

12/23 John Coddington 

12/24 Carolyn Kokalis 

12/29 Henrietta Ninan     12/28 Jennifer & Vasant Ninan 

12/31 Al Voss 

I see the hands of John, 
worn from desert raging storms 
and plucking locusts from sand 
ripped rocks  
beneath the remnant of a Bethlehem 
star. 
A howling wind like some lost wolf  
cries out beneath the moon, 
or was that John?  
This loneliness,  
enough to make a grown man mad. 
He’s waiting for this, God’s      
whisper.  
“Go now. He is coming.  
You have prepared your hands 
enough.  
Go. He needs your servant hands,  
your cupping hands to lift the     
water,  
and place his feet upon the path to 
service and to death. 
Go now, John, and open your hands 
to him. 
It is time.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I see a fist held tight and fingers 
blanched to white. 
Prying is no easy task. 
These fingers find a way of pulling 
back to old positions, 
protecting all that was and is.  
Blanched to white. No openness. 
All fright. 
But then the Spirit comes. 
A holy Christmas dance begins 
and blows between the twisted 
paths. 
This fist opens 
slowly, 
gently, 
beautifully, 
the twisted fingers letting go. 
Their rock-solid place in line has 
eased. 
And one by one the fingers lift 
True color is returned  
And through the deepest of        
mysteries, 
The holiest of holies, 
O longing of longings 
Beyond all human imagining  
this fist, 
as if awakened from Lazarus’ cold 
stone dream 
reaches out to hold the tiny        
newborn hand of God. 

DEC. BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

  2 



IVERSARIES 

What is Advent? 

        The season of the church year called Advent begins four Sundays before December 25, 

which this year is November 27. It ends at midday on December 24. 

      The Savior's birth is second in importance only to his resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

During the time of Christmas, Christians reflect on God's great and gracious gift of himself.  

       The Church Year begins with Advent (from the Latin Adventus, which means "coming 

into"), a four week period of preparation before Christmas. The story of Jesus during Advent 

is the story of hope coming into the world. Advent teaches us to prepare to receive Jesus, the 

hope of the world, at Christmas and also on the Last Day.  

        The color for Advent is blue, which symbolizes anticipation and hope. We gather for 

midweek services, to heighten our awareness and anticipation for the celebration of Christ's 

coming in flesh.      

Advent Midweek services: 

December 7 at 5 p.m. which will include a meal and "The Walk of the Magi," an experiential 

journey from the perspective of the magi. Please sign up in church or call the church office. 

 

 

 

Here is our Christmas service schedule: 

4 and 6 p.m. Candlelight service with Holy Communion.  

Christmas Day: one service 10:00 a.m. with Holy Communion.  

The services will also be live-streamed. 

Join us for Senior Worship with Lunch 

to follow! 

Thursday December 8 2022  beginning 

at 11:00 

Lunch will be: 

Ham 

Cheesy Potatoes 

Corn 

Dinner Rolls, dessert 

Please come and enjoy a short worship        

followed by fellowship and good food. 

A good time will be had by all. 

Please sign up in the fellowship hall, so 

we can make enough food. 

All are welcome, if you need a ride    

contact the church office. 

Looking forward to seeing you there. 

CHRISTMAS EVE AND DAY SERVICES 

SENIOR WORSHIP/LUNCHEON 
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2022 OVERVIEW 

 Lorna Durand, VP of Church Council 

November 2022 

Continued basement renovations which includes the time and talents of congregational volunteers 

During 2022 we have been live-streaming our services as well as meeting in-person  

Began development of multiple choirs 

Needleworks continues to support the community – blankets, comfort kits, hats, scarves to hospitals, 

LACASA, Seafarers International, NICU, etc. 

Youth programs continue – Sunday School, Confirmation class, other activities 

Fred Girard and Gail Boyd continue with our music program 

Kevin Keller continues to lead choir, liturgical choir, and handbells 

Lisa Gawel continues as Office Manager 

Morgan Gibbs is in her 2nd year as Youth Coordinator 

Fernando Rivero-Hryzodub continues as Church Accountant 

Pastor Sharon is in her 10th year of leadership of our congregation and community 

2022 Stewardship Program began in October 

Maintained Parish Life Committee, Facilities committee, Men’s Club, monthly newsletter, FaceBook 

presence 

Parish Life ministry has supported: small groups, book and movie club, coffee/tea/conversation meet-

ings, Game Nights, breakfasts, lunch/dinner events, Trunk or Treat, Bible Study 

Capital Campaign   

Fourth of July serving of lunch to community 

Forgotten Man Ministry/Fish and Loaves 

Task Force of 2014-2017/ Goals 

Increase congregational membership and (weekly) attendance 

Increase congregants’ participation in church activities and/or committees 

Address facility/congregational needs and develop future vision 

Review music program and focus of each service 

Promote St. George’s community presence 

Goals:    

Encourage stewardship/volunteerism 

Develop long range planning 

Continue a stewardship program 

Continue to develop education programs for youth and adults 

Capital Campaign 

Continue to encourage and support staff 
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Sunday School 

We offer Sunday School classes  

for children preschool through 5th grade  

every Sunday from 10:00-11:00am 

 

Christmas Pageant 

Our Sunday Schoolers will perform a Christmas Pageant at both services on December 18th ti-

tled “The 12 Symbols of Christmas.” Join us to learn about the meanings behind  

the ordinary “Christmas stuff” we use to decorate! 

 
December LCYC 

 
December’s LCYC is at All Saints Lutheran Church in Hartland at 12:30pm on December 18.  

All Youth in Middle School-High School are invited to join us for games, lunch,  

and a presentation and service project for the Devoted Barn.   

 
We are also collecting donations for the Devoted Barn. It is an animal rescue sanctuary that 

takes in animals of all kinds including dogs, cats, horses, and chickens!                                

Items needed include blankets,  

dry and canned dog food, dry and canned cat food, peanut butter, and paper towels.  

                           A full wish list can be found at www.thedevotedbarn.org/donate.  
Donations can be placed in the box under the Youth table until December 18th! 

 
Musikgarten 

In our God’s Children Sing classes, sharing our faith provides the central theme for the activi-

ties in each lesson. Each lesson will provide an opportunity for your child to experience music 

through singing and vocal play, moving, listening, exploring musical concepts, and playing   

and exploring musical instruments. 

Complimentary CD, rhythm instrument, and parent book included                                    

at the end of your first class! 

Classes at St. George on Fridays 10:00 am – 10:30 am 

from October 7 2022 to December 16, 2022 

for children 1 year to 5 years 

No registration required! 
Blessings, 

Morgan Gibbs 
Youth Director 
St. George Lutheran Church 
810-599-0961 
stgbyouth@gmail.com 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

http://www.thedevotedbarn.org/donate


THE FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 

Be Grateful 

Thanksgiving has passed and hopefully we can all re-

member what we said we were thankful for on that spe-

cial day. Like  New Year's Resolutions we forget 

sooooo soon!!!! 

Looking up the meaning of thankful,  Webster says "an 

appreciation of benefits.” 

I truly don't think we are born with a sense of  gratitude. 

Does it just happen?  Or is it a cultivated trait? 

Here's what I think. God gave us a beautiful bird  that 

lands on our deck. Do you think that bird will leave a 

mess on our new furniture or do you see a beautiful 

creature making a happy sound? 

I think we help ourselves choose gratitude by filling our 

surroundings with God's gifts that make us happy. 

Think about your life.....We all  have not so great days!  

But let's be grateful for the wonderful blessings that God 

bestows on us everyday! 

ALERT!!! 

Please remember to sign up for our Women's Advent at 

St. George on December 6 at 6:30 pm. Please bring a 

special dessert. 

Poinsettias will be on sale for $20 at St. George. Just fill 

out a yellow tag , put in in the donation plate, and the 

flowers will be delivered to the church. 

Don't forget our famous cookie sale on December 18. 

Set-up will be on December 17 at 10:00 am. Please 

bring your cookies.  We need your goodies!!!! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Lynn Thomson  Friendship Circle Secretary 

 

A note from Gary Banas:  To the St George  

family, I am most grateful and appreciative of 

all the thoughts and prayers and the Get Well 

cards that found their way to me, following my 

recent surgery.  While I'm not yet 100%, I    

continue to make good progress in my             

recovery.  Thank you, one and all, for your kind 

words and prayers.   

God Bless You - Gary Banas  
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Needleworks News      December 2022 
 
Needleworker of the Month:  Sharon Prieskorn 
Sharon has been one of our most active members right from the 
first meeting!  She and Nancy took on the OLHSA and 
LACASA part of our mission this year; they have collected,  
sorted, washed, tagged, and delivered hundreds of items to     
people in need in our own community.   Sharon is always there 
for any group endeavors, from organizing yarn to welcoming 
new members.  Her crocheted blankets are very beautiful,         
featuring lovely color combinations, and they bring comfort and 
warmth to hospital patients.   
 

December donations:  
Providence Park Hospital:  25 blankets and 8 baby hats 
LACASA: 19 hats, 20 scarves and cowls, 4 shawls, 1 blanket, 2 slippers, 4 pr mittens 
 

Next meeting: Thursday, Jan. 19, 11:30 -12:30 in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome! We have a 
nice time chatting and enjoying each other’s company, and everyone is very warmly welcomed.  We love 
seeing everyone’s projects, yarn choices, patterns.  And there is plenty of yarn in the Yarn Room!  It is a 
great blessing to be able to hep others with the works of our hands.    

 
Helen Keller: “Alone we can do so 
little; together we can do so much.” 
 

 
 
 

NEEDLEWORKS NEWS 
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PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

 
 

St. George Lutheran Church, ELCA 
803 West Main Street 
Brighton, MI 48116 
810-229-6670 
stgeorgebrighton@gmail.com   

Worship  

Sunday Services 

Traditional Worship 9:00 

  

Contemporary Worship 11:00 

 

Both services also online 

 

Visit us on our website:  

www.stgeorgelutheran.org  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 
  

 110– Bible Study                  2 10-

Musikgarten 

3 

4 9 &11 Services 

10– Sunday School  

12-Annual Mtg. 

5 6 6:30 Advent by 

Candlelight 
7 8– Men’s Group  

5-Advent Service        

6-Bells; 7– Choir 

810– Bible Study                  910-

Musikgarten 

10 

119 &11 Services   

10– Friends breakfast             

10– Sunday School           

12 13  

 

148–Men’s Group 

6-Bells; 7– Choir 

1510– Bible 

Study                      

11:30- Needleworks                                                                         

16  10-

Musikgarten 

                   

17 

 

18 9 &11 Services  

pageant  Cookie Sale  

10– Sunday School            

19 20 

 

218–Men’s Group  

6-Bells; 7– Choir 

 

22  23  

 

24 Christmas 

Eve Services 4 & 

6 PM          

25    10 am  

Service  (one service)                  

26 27 288– Men’s Group                          29 30 31 

December 2022 
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